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Child Nutrition Labels 

What is a CN label? 
 A CN label is a product label containing a statement that clearly identifies and verifies the

contribution that the product makes toward the child nutrition meal pattern requirements

o Used especially for convenience foods that are breaded, battered, provide a

combination of foods, or contain a mixture of ingredients

What information appears on a CN label? 
 The CN logo, which is a distinct border

 The meal pattern contribution statement

 A six-digit product identification number

 USDA-FNS authorization

 The month and year of approval

Options for acceptable CN documentation: 
 CN label cut out from the product packaging (showing the CN label, product name and manufacturer)

 Photograph of CN label attached to product packaging

 Photocopy of CN label removed from the product package

Note: Products change frequently and CN labels do expire! Be sure all labels are up to date.

Note the serving size of the item.  
Portion size may need to be adjusted to meet the meal pattern requirements 

 for the age of the child being served.  



Product Formulation Statements 

What is a Product Formulation Statement (PFS) or Product Specification Statement (PSS)? 

• A signed statement developed by manufacturers to provide specific information about the 
product to determine crediting information for the USDA Child Nutrition Programs.

• Like CN labels, they can be used to verify a combination food item’s contribution to the 

required meal pattern.

• When used to determine crediting information for USDA Child Nutrition Programs, it must:

o Indicate how the product credits toward the USDA meal pattern requirements via a 
crediting statement (see below)

o Document how the manufacturer obtained the crediting information by citing specific 
Child Nutrition Program resources or regulations

 Ex: USDA’s Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs

o Be prepared on the manufacturer’s letterhead with an original signature of a company 
official and date of issue 
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